
 

Careers  

Topic overview  

Year 7  

  

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Change & the future  

During this topic pupils 
will learn why planning 
for change is important 
and also developing the 
skills on how to do it. 
Pupils will learn how to 
say what has changed  
in their life so far and 
reflect upon their 
feelings by saying how 
they felt about change. 
Pupils will also learn 
the skills to iIdentify 
possible future change 
and say what matters 
to them now & what 
might matter to them in 
10 years time.   

  

Who am I?  

  
During this term pupils 

will begin to think about 

what sort of person 

they are. Pupils will 

develop the skills to be 

able to say why 

knowing about 

themselves can help 

them to plan about their 

future · Pupils will be 

able to  say what is the 

difference between 

skills and qualities and 

understand why this is 

important when it 

comes to planning their 

future.   

Own qualities and skills  

  
Pupils will be able to 
recognise their own 
qualities and skills and 
identify their own 
qualities and skills by 
reflecting on their 
curriculum subjects, 
hobbies and  
experiences. Pupils will 

be able to list at least 

one skill and quality 

they already have that 

will help them in their 

future and will begin to 

look at employability 

skills. They will reflect 

on what skills they 

already have and what 

skills they will need to 

develop in the future.   

Values and attitudes  

  
Pupils will recognise 

different attitudes and 

values and how these 

can influence them. 

Pupils will develop their 

knowledge of the 

school's values and 

look at how to compare 

and contrast to their 

own values. Pupils will 

look at what influences 

them including media 

images, parents and 

peers. Pupils will be 

able to say what 

matters to them 

personally, especially 

when thinking about the 

future & what they want.   

Stereotypes and views  

  
Pupils will learn how to 
recognise and 
challenge stereotypical 
views by describing 
what stereotypes and 
equal opportunities 
mean. Pupils will 
develop the knowledge  
to challenge 
stereotypes in a 
positive way and 
understand why we 
should challenge 
stereotypes in society. 
Pupils will look at how 
values have changed 
over the years and how 
this is reflected in job 
roles and careers.   

  

  

Learning styles  

  
Pupils will learn about 

different learning styles 

and what these look 

like. Pupils will begin to 

develop the skills to 

recognise their own 

preferences in learning 

and be able to identify 

what their own learning 

style is. Pupils will learn 

how to use this 

information to support 

them through their 

education and beyond.   

  

 

 



 

 

YEAR 8 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

What is decision 
making  

In this topic pupils will 

learn to understand the 

process of decision 

making and  

understand the different 

methods of decision 

making. Pupils will  

understand that some 

decisions can be more 

important than others 

and know their own 

skills & strengths. 

Pupils will develop their 

knowledge on the 

consequences to their 

decision making and 

learn how this can 

impact other areas of 

their life.   

Business studies  

In this topic pupils will 
learn what business 
studies is and the 
reasons for starting a 
business. Pupils will 
learn about factors of 
production and about 
entrepreneur 
characteristics. Pupils 
will learn about different 
departments in a 
business including 
marketing and human 
resources.  
  

  
Product design  

  
During this topic pupils 
will look at designing 
their own products, for  
this pupils will look at 

product needs by  

researching products 

markets. Pupils will 

look at different 

materials in product 

design including 

sustainability. Pupils 

will learn to design their 

own products and 

create a business plan 

which they will present 

in a dragons den style.   

  
Setting goals  

  
Pupils will learn about 

the importance of 

setting goals and the 

difference between 

long, short and medium 

goals. Pupils will learn 

about smart targets and 

the importance of 

making achievable and 

timely goals. Pupils will 

learn how setting goals 

helps keep yourself 

motivated to keep 

going. Pupils will set 

themselves goals for 

the term, school year, 

school life and beyond.   

  
Career options  

  
During this topic pupils  
will play a variety of 
games to explore 
different careers and 
share what they know 
about different career 
options. Pupils will then 
share what careers 
they are interested in 
or create a list of 
possible career 
options.  

  

  

  
Explore the world of 

work  
  
In this topic pupils will 

be introduced to 

careers both past, 

present, and future, 

alongside any 

opportunities that may 

be available to them. 

Pupils will look at how 

technology has, and is 

changing, the world of 

work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 9 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Skills  

During this topic 
pupils will be 
introduced to key 
skills needed in the 
workplace and learn 
about what skills they 
think are important. 
Pupils will learn how 
different careers and 
jobs need different 
skills and values in 
order to complete the  
jobs to a high 
standard.   

  

  

  

  

Explore  career 
journeys  
  

In this topic pupils will 
explore others’ 
journeys into the 
world of work. Pupils 
will be able to reflect 
on how the journey 
into their dream job 
may not always be  
linear, but the skills 

learnt along the way 

are what is important.  

  

Career paths  

  

During this topic 

pupils will identify 

their own career path 

and identify potential 

barriers they may 

face during this 

journey. Pupils will 

plan how to 

overcome these 

barriers and be given 

techniques and tips 

on how to succeed in 

different careers.   

  

Workplace skills  

  

During this topic 

pupils will identify 

their own skills that 

are transferable in the 

workplace. Pupils will 

identify skills they 

need to develop and 

explain how and why 

they need to develop 

these skills.   

Employability & skills  

Pupils will learn  

what employability 

skills are and are 

able to identify their 

own employability 

skills. Pupils will be 

able to link 

employability skills to 

STEM subjects and 

look at how skills are 

transferable into 

different career 

paths.   

Skills subjects & 
careers  

Pupils will use the 

knowledge gained 

throughout the term 

to identify skills 

related to subjects & 

link to careers. Pupils 

will develop their 

knowledge on how to 

start researching 

different career 

areas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 10 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

  
Listening  

  
During this topic pupils 
will begin to understand 
the skills needed to 
listen actively. Pupils 
will develop their 
knowledge on what it 
means to listen. Pupils 
will learn what recalling 
is and what skills are 
needed to recall and 
the importance of this.   

  

  

  

  
Speaking and problem  
solving  

  
During this topic pupils 
will begin to understand  
how to adapt speaking 

skills to different 

scenarios and also why 

they might need to do 

this. Pupils will develop  

their vocabulary and 

engage in quality 

questioning and 

understand how to ask 

appropriate questions 

including appropriate 

timing. Pupils will look 

at problem solving in 

business and how to 
identify pro’s and con’s.   

  
Creativity  

  
During this topic Pupils 

will learn about how 

you need to be creative 

in the workplace, they 

will look at what could 

happen to a business if 

they are not creative. 

Pupils will learn about 

creativity in marketing 

and how the working 

world needs innovation. 

Pupils will reflect on the 

past to look how 

innovation has played a 

part in the future.   

  
Staying positive  

  
During this topic pupils 

will learn about the 

importance of staying 

positive, they will look at 

how negative thoughts 

can affect simple 

decision making. Pupils 

will learn techniques on 

staying positive and 

wellbeing tips on 

keeping a positive 

frame of mind when 

faced with challenges.   

  
Aiming high   

  
During this topic pupils 

will look at what it 

means to aim high. 

They will look at the 

importance of setting 

realistic targets and 

what can happen when 

you do not set realistic 

targets or if you set 

targets that are not 

challenging enough. 

Pupils will set targets 

for their school life.   

  
Leadership and  
teamwork   

  
In this topic pupils will 
learn how to work well 
positively with others. 
Pupils will also look at 
how to build 
responsibility in work 
places. Pupils will also 
look at celebrating 
diversity in the 
workplace.   
Pupils will look at how 

to manage conflict and 

stressful scenarios. 

Pupils will develop their 

knowledge on time 

management which will 

support pupils to plan 

effectively for Year 11.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 11 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

  

Post 16+ options  

  

During this topic 
pupils will begin to 
explore post 16 
options, they will look 
at college choices 
and apprenticeships 
to help them make an 
informed choice in 
preparation for 
applying for their next 
steps.   

  

  

  

  

CV’s  

  

During this topic 

pupils will learn what 

a curriculum vitae is 

and how they are 

used. They will 

explore different CV’s 

and begin to identify 

what makes a good 

CV. Pupils will begin 

to develop their own 

CV by reflecting on 

their academic and 

personal  

achievements.   

  

Interviews  

  

During this topic 

pupils will look at 

different interview 

styles, they will 

explore interview 

‘do’s and don’ts’ and 

develop their own 

interview techniques 

through role play 

activities and 

observing different 

interviews.   

  

Independence  

  

During this topic 

pupils will begin to 

explore their 

independent skills, 

this will include 

getting themselves 

ready for the school 

day, planning off site 

visits using public 

transport and 

planning their own 

revision timetables 

ensuring they have a 

healthy work/life 

balance.   

  

Post 16+ preparation  

  

During this topic 

pupils will begin to 

look at their own post 

16+ options and 

begin to visit places 

and begin the 

transition to their 

next destination. 

Pupils will be 

supported by the 

school however they 

will begin to develop 

their independent 

skills ready for the 

next chapter of 

education.   

  

Exam leave  

 


