
Learn 4 Life  
Topic Overview – Geography 
Year 7 - 11 

Autumn 1 Sep 5 – Oct 21 2024             
7 weeks 

Autumn 2 Oct 31 – Dec 16 2024           
7 weeks 

Spring 1 Jan 5 – Feb 17 2025               
6 Weeks 

Spring 2 Feb 20 – March 31 2025        
5 weeks 

Summer 1 April 17 – May 26 
2025       6 weeks 

Summer 2 Jun 5 – July 19 2025            
7 weeks 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 1 – What is a 
Geographer? 
 
1.1 What is a geographer? 

1.2 How has our knowledge of 

the world progressed over 

time? 

1.3 What locational knowledge 

do you have of the world? 

1.4 How can we locate places 

around the world? 

1.5 Why do we use OS maps to 

investigate places? 

1.6 How do we locate features 

on OS maps? 

1.7 How do OS maps show 

height, direction and 

slopes? 

1.8  How can we use aerial 

photos with OS maps? 

1.9 How do you investigate a 

locality by conducting 

fieldwork? 

1.10 What is a geographer? 

Review 

 
 
 

Unit 2 – Earth running out of 

natural resources? 

 

2.1 How do we use our planet 

as a natural resource? 

2.2/2.3 What are rocks and 

how are they a natural 

resource? 

2.4 Why are soils the root of 

life? 

2.5 How does the biosphere 

provide natural resources? 

2.6 How does the hydrosphere 

provide natural resources? 

2.7 Why is the world so 

dependent on oil resources? 

2.8 What natural resources can 

be used to generate electricity? 

2.9 How can we use natural 

resources sustainably? 

2.10 How do we use our planet 

as a natural resource? Review 

 

 

Unit 3 – What is an 
economy? 
 
3.1 What is an economy, from 

local to global? 

3.2 What’s happening down on 

the farm? 

3.3 Why is manufacturing all 

about choosing the right site? 

3.4 Why did Nissan locate in 

the UK? 

3.5 Why is the tertiary sector 

increasing? 

3.6 How does a chocolate bar 

connect the sectors of the 

economy? 

3.7 How does the UK trade with 

other countries? 

3.8 What is globalisation? 

3.9 How has containerisation 

accelerated globalisation? 

3.10 What is an economy, from 

local to global? Review 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4 – What is weather and 

Climate? 

 

4.1 What is weather and 

climate? 

4.2 How do we measure 

weather? 

4.3 How can weather data be 

recorded and presented? 

4.4 What are clouds and why 

does it rain? 

4.5 What are air pressure and 

anticyclones? 

4.6 What are depressions and 

how do they affect our 

weather? 

4.7 How can I conduct a 

weather enquiry? 

4.8 What is the climate of the 

UK? 

4.9 How does climate vary 

across the world? 

4.10 What is weather and 

climate? Review 

 

Unit 5 – Is the Geography of 

Russia a curse or a benefit? 

 

5.1 is the geography of Russia a 

curse or a benefit? 

5.2 What is the physical 

landscape of Russia? 

5.3 What is the climate of 

Russia? 

5.4 What biomes exist in 

Russia? 

5.5 Where do people live in 

Russia? 

5.6 Dies geography help or 

hinder the Russian economy? 

5.7 What is GIS and how can I 

use it to investigate Russia? 

5.8/5.9 Why did Russia plant 

their flag on the seabed of the 

North Pole? 

5.10 Is the geography of Russia 

a curse or a benefit? Review 

 
 

 

Unit 6 – Why are River 

Important? 

 

6.1 Why are rivers important? 

6.2 How does water flow into 

rivers? 

6.3 What work do rivers do? 

6.4 How do rivers change from 

source to mouth? 

6.5 How do rivers shape the 

land? 

6.6 How do I conduct a river 

fieldwork enquiry? 

6.7 How are rivers important to 

people? 

6.8 How do river floods create 

problems? 

6.9 How can flooding be 

managed? 

6.10 Why are rivers important? 

Review 
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Unit 7 – What is 

Development 

 

7.1 What is development? 

7.2 How is money spread 

around the world? 

7.3 What other ways can be 

used to measure development? 

7.4 How can development 

change over time? 

7.5 What is the global 

development map missing? 

7.6 Why do people live in 

poverty? 

7.7 How can gender equality 

increase development? 

7.8 How do countries and 

organisations support 

development? 

7.9 What are the Sustainable 

Development Goals? 

7.10 What is development? 

review 

 
 
 

Unit 8 – How are populations 

changing? 

 

8.1 One planet, may people: 

how are populations changing? 

8.2 Where does everyone live, 

and why? 

8.3 How can we describe the 

structure of a population? 

8.4 Can we control population 

size? 

8.5 Why do people migrate? 

8.6 Where do people migrate 

to? 

8.7 What is urbanisation? 

8.8/8.9 How did urbanisation 

change Southampton? 

8.10 One planet, may people: 

how are populations changing? 

Review 

 

Unit 9 – What happens 

where the land meets the 

Sea? 

 

9.1 What happens where the 

land meets the sea? 

9.2 What shapes our coastal 

landscape? 

9.3 What forms of erosion take 

place on the coast? 

9.4 What landforms are created 

by forces of erosion? 

9.5 How does transportation 

change the coastline? 

9.6 How does deposition 

change the coastline? 

9.7 How has life on the 

Holderness coast changed? 

9.8 What defences can be used 

to protect the coast? 

9.9 Weighing it up: are the 

benefits worth the cost? 

9.10 What happens when the 

land meets the sea? Review 

 

Field work enquiry 

 

Unit 10 – How is Asia being 

transformed? 

 

10.1 Diverse and dynamic: how 

is Asia being transformed? 

10.2 How does India rely on the 

monsoon climate? 

10.3 How do floods threaten 

lives in Asia? 

10.4 How does life adapt to the 

mountain biome? 

10.5 Why is the population of 

Asia diverse and dynamic? 

10.6 /10.7 How is urbanisation 

changing lives in Karnataka, 

India? 

10.8 Is China helping to create 

an interdependent world? 

10.9 How is Asia developing 

into the most important global 

economic region? 

10.10 Diverse and dynamic: 

how is Asia being transformed? 

Review 

Unit 11 – Can we ever know 

enough about earthquakes 

and volcanoes to live safely? 

 

11.1 Can we ever know enough 

about earthquakes and 

volcanoes to live safely? 

11.2 Do continents fit together 

like jigsaw pieces? 

11.3 Where are the world’s 

earthquakes, volcanoes, and 

mountain belts? 

11.4 What is happening 

beneath our feet? 

11.5 What happens at plate 

boundaries? 

11.6 What do we know about 

earthquakes? 

11.7 Can people manage risk 

living in earthquake zones? 

11.8 What do we know about 

volcanoes? 

11.9 Can people manage risk 

living near volcanoes? 

11.10 Can we ever know 

enough about earthquakes and 

volcanoes to live safely? Review 

 

Unit 12 – What are the 
challenges and opportunities 
facing Africa? 
 
12.1 What are the challenges 
and opportunities facing Africa? 
12.2 What is the physical 
landscape of Africa? 
12.3 How has Africa’s past 
shaped its present? 
12.4 How developed are 
African countries? 
12.5 What is the pattern of 
climate and biomes in Africa? 
12.6 Is there a future for the 
Sahel? 
12.7 What are the challenges 
and opportunities of 
population change in Africa? 
12.8 What are the challenges 
and opportunities of 
urbanisation in Africa? 
12.9 Does China want to help 
develop Africa? 
12.10 What are the challenges 
and opportunities facing Africa? 
Review 
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Unit 13 – How does ice 

change the world? 

 

13.1 How does ice change the 

world? 

13.2 How and why do glaciers 

form and move? 

13.3 How do glaciers change 

landscapes? 

13.4/13.5 How are landforms 

shaped by glacial erosion? 

13.6 How do we know the Lake 

District was glaciated? 

13.7 How are landforms shaped 

by glacial deposition? 

13.8 How do people use glacial 

landforms? 

13.9 How do we investigate 

how glaciers are changing? 

13.10 How does ice change the 

world? Review 

 
 
 

Geographical fieldwork  

Unit 14 – Why is the Middle 

East an important world 

region? 

 

14.1 Why is the Middle East an 

important world region? 

14.2 How does physical 

geography influence the 

region? 

14.3 What problems does the 

climate of the Middle East 

create for the region? 

14.4 Why is the population of 

the Middle East so diverse? 

14.5 Why is the Middle East a 

major economic region of the 

world? 

14.6 How has the United Arab 

Emirates developed? 

14.7 Why is Yemen the poorest 

country in the Middle East? 

14.8 Why is there ongoing 

conflict in the Middle East? 

14.9/14.10 Why is the Middle 

East an important world 

region? Review 

 

 

Geographical fieldwork 

 
Unit 15 – Climate change 
and the Earth’s future 
 
15.1 What is the future for the 
planet? 
15.2 What is the evidence for 
climate change? 
15.3 What are the causes of 
climate change? 
15.4/15.5 What are the 
consequences of climate 
change for our planet? Part 1 
15.6 What are the 
consequences of climate 
change for the UK? 
15.7 Antarctica – the frozen 
continent? A geographical 
enquiry 
15.8 What can we do about 
climate change? 
15.9 What is the future for the 
planet? Review 
15.10 What is a geographer? 
Review 
 

Geographical fieldwork 
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Autumn Term - Part 1 (approx. 
12-13 hours) 

• 3.1.1 The challenge of 

natural hazards  

• Natural hazards: 

Definition and types of 

natural hazard. 

Suggested timing: 1 

hour. 

• Factors affecting hazard 

risk. 

• Tectonic hazards: Plate 

tectonics theory, global 

distribution of 

earthquakes and volcanic 

eruptions, physical 

processes at plate 

margins. Suggested 

timing: 3 hours. 

• Effects of and responses 

to a tectonic hazard 

(contrasting levels of 

wealth). Suggested 

timing: 3 hours. 

• Management to reduce 

the effects of a tectonic 

hazard. Suggested 

timing: 1 hour. 

• Weather hazards: Global 

atmospheric circulation. 

Suggested timing: 1 

hour. 

• Tropical storms: 

Distribution, causes, 

formation, structure, and 

how climate change 

might affect them. 

Suggested timing: 2 

hours. 
 

 

Autumn Term - Part 2 (approx. 12-
13 hours) 

3.1.1 The challenge of natural 
hazards (continued)  

• Effects of and responses to 

tropical storms, reducing 

effects through 

management. Suggested 

timing: 2 hours. 

• UK weather hazards: 

Overview of types and 

impacts of extreme 

weather events. Suggested 

timing: 0.5 hours. 

• One example of a recent 

extreme weather event in 

the UK. Suggested timing: 

3.5 hours. 

• Climate change: Evidence 

and possible causes 

(natural and human 

factors). Suggested timing: 

2 hours. 

• Managing climate change: 

Mitigation and adaptation. 

Suggested timing: 2 hours. 

3.1.2 The living world  

• Ecosystems: Scales, 

interaction of biotic and 

abiotic components, small-

scale UK ecosystem 

example, producers, 

consumers, decomposers, 

food chains, food webs, 

nutrient cycles, balance and 

change, global ecosystems 

overview. Suggested 

timing: 3 hours. 

 

Spring Term - Part 1 (approx. 
12-13 hours) 

3.1.2 The living world 
(continued)  

• Tropical rainforests: 

Physical 

characteristics, 

interdependence, 

plant and animal 

adaptations, 

biodiversity issues. 

Suggested timing: 3 

hours. 

• Deforestation: 

Changing rates, causes 

and impacts (case 

study). Suggested 

timing: 4 hours. 

• Sustainable 

management of 

tropical rainforests: 

Value and strategies. 

Suggested timing: 3 

hours. 

• Hot deserts: Physical 

characteristics, 

interdependence, 

plant and animal 

adaptations, 

biodiversity issues. 

Suggested timing: 3 

hours. 

 

 

Spring Term - Part 2 (approx. 
12-13 hours) 

3.1.2 The living world 
(continued)  

• Development in hot 

desert environments: 

Opportunities and 

challenges (case 

study). Suggested 

timing: 4 hours. 

• Desertification: Causes 

and strategies to 

reduce risk. Suggested 

timing: 2 hours. 

 

Summer Term - Part 1 
(approx. 12-13 hours) 

3.1.2 The living world 
(continued)  
Cold environments (polar and 
tundra): Physical 
characteristics, 
interdependence, animal 
adaptations, biodiversity 
issues. Suggested timing: 3 
hours. 
 
Development in cold 
environments: Opportunities 
and challenges (case study). 
Suggested timing: 4 hours. 
Cold environments at risk 
from economic development: 
Value as wilderness, 
protection, strategies to 
balance development and 
conservation. Suggested 
timing: 2 hours. 
 
3.1.3 Physical landscapes in 
the UK  
UK physical landscapes: 
Overview of major 
upland/lowland areas and 
river systems. Suggested 
timing: 1 hour. 
 
Coastal landscapes in the UK: 
Physical processes (wave 
types, weathering, mass 
movement, erosion, 
transportation, deposition). 
Suggested timing: 2 hours 
 

  

Summer Term - Part 2 
(approx. 12-13 hours) 

3.1.3 Physical landscapes in 
the UK (continued)  
Distinctive coastal landforms 
(erosion and deposition), 
example of UK coastline. 
Suggested timing: 6 hours. 
 
Coastal management 
strategies (hard and soft 
engineering, managed 
retreat), example of a coastal 
management scheme in the 
UK. Suggested timing: 4 hours. 

 
River landscapes in the UK: 
River valley shape changes 
(long and cross profile), fluvial 
processes (erosion, 
transportation, deposition). 
Suggested timing: 2 hours. 
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Autumn Term - Part 1 (approx. 9-

10 hours) 

3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the 

UK (continued)  

Distinctive fluvial landforms 

(erosion, erosion and deposition, 

deposition), example of a river 

valley in the UK. Suggested 

timing: 5 hours. 

 

River management strategies: 

Physical and human factors 

affecting flood risk, hydrographs, 

management strategies (hard 

and soft engineering), example of 

a flood management scheme in 

the UK. Suggested timing: 5 

hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term - Part 2 (approx. 
9-10 hours) 

3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the 
UK (continued)  
Glacial landscapes in the UK: 
Extent of ice cover, glacial 
processes (weathering, erosion, 
movement, transportation, 
deposition). Suggested timing: 2 
hours. 
 
Distinctive glacial landforms 
(erosion, transportation and 
deposition), example of an 
upland area in the UK affected 
by glaciation. Suggested timing: 
5.5 hours. 
 
Glaciated upland landscapes: 
Opportunities for economic 
activities, land use conflicts, 
tourism impacts and 
management strategies (case 
study). Suggested timing: 4 
hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Spring Term - Part 1 (approx. 9-
10 hours) 

3.2 Challenges in the human 
environment  

Urban issues and challenges: 
Global pattern of urban change, 
urban trends, factors affecting 
urbanisation, mega-cities. 
Suggested timing: 3 hours. 
 
Urban growth in LICs and NEEs: 
Opportunities and challenges 
(case study), urban planning to 
improve quality of life for the 
urban poor (example). 
Suggested timing: 6 hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Term - Part 2 (approx. 9-

10 hours) 

3.2 Challenges in the human 

environment (continued)  

Urban change in cities in the UK: 

Distribution of population and 

major cities, impacts of 

migration, opportunities and 

challenges of urban change, 

urban regeneration project 

(example). Suggested timing: 7 

hours. 

 

Urban sustainability: Features of 

sustainable urban living, urban 

transport strategies. Suggested 

timing: 2 hours. 

 

The changing economic world: 

Global variations in economic 

development and quality of life, 

classifying parts of the world, 

measures of development, 

limitations, Demographic 

Transition Model, causes and 

consequences of uneven 

development. Suggested timing: 

3-4 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term - Part 1 (approx. 
9-10 hours) 

3.2 Challenges in the human 
environment (continued) 
Reducing the global 
development gap: Strategies, 
growth of tourism in an LIC or 
NEE (example). Suggested 
timing: 2 hours. 
 
Rapid economic development in 
some LICs or NEEs: Social, 
environmental and cultural 
change (case study), location 
and importance, context, 
industrial structure, TNCs, 
political and trading 
relationships, international aid, 
environmental impacts, effects 
on quality of life. Suggested 
timing: 6 hours. 
 
Economic futures in the UK: 
Causes of economic change, 
post-industrial economy, 
impacts of industry on 
environment, modern industrial 
development sustainability 
(example), social and economic 
changes in rural landscape, 
infrastructure improvements, 
north-south divide, UK in wider 
world (links). Suggested timing: 
6 hours. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Summer Term - Part 2 (approx. 
9-10 hours) 

3.2.3 The challenge of resource 
management  
Resource management: 
Significance of food, water, and 
energy to human development, 
global inequalities in supply and 
consumption. Suggested timing: 
2 hours. 
 
Changing demand and provision 
of resources in the UK: 
Overview, food (demand, food 
miles, agribusiness), water 
(demand, quality, supply and 
demand, transfer), energy 
(energy mix, domestic supplies, 
issues of exploitation). 
Suggested timing: 6 hours. 
 
Food: Global patterns of calorie 
intake and supply, reasons for 
increasing consumption, factors 
affecting supply, impacts of food 
insecurity. Suggested timing: 3 
hours. 
Increasing food supply: 
Strategies (irrigation, 
technology, Green Revolution, 
biotechnology, appropriate 
technology), large-scale 
agricultural development 
(example with advantages and 
disadvantages). Suggested 
timing: 5 hours. 
 
Sustainable resource future 
(food): Sustainable food supplies 
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(organic, permaculture, urban 
farming, sustainable sources, 
seasonal, reduced waste), local 
scheme in LIC or NEE (example). 
Suggested timing: 5 hours. 
 
Water: Global patterns of 
surplus and deficit, reasons for 
increasing consumption, factors 
affecting availability, impacts of 
water insecurity. Suggested 
timing: 3 hours. 
 
Increasing water supply: 
Strategies (diverting, storage, 
dams, reservoirs, transfers, 
desalination), large-scale water 
transfer scheme (example with 
advantages and disadvantages). 
Suggested timing: 5 hours. 
 
Sustainable resource future 
(water): Water conservation, 
groundwater management, 
recycling, grey water, local 
scheme in LIC or NEE (example). 
Suggested timing: 5 hours. 
Energy: Global distribution of 
consumption and supply, 
reasons for increasing 
consumption, factors affecting 
supply, impacts of energy 
insecurity. Suggested timing: 3 
hours. 
 
Increasing energy supply: 
Renewable and non-renewable 
sources, fossil fuel extraction 
(example with advantages and 
disadvantages). Suggested 
timing: 5 hours. 
 
Sustainable resource future 
(energy): Individual energy use, 
carbon footprints, energy 
conservation, local renewable 
energy scheme in LIC or NEE 
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(example). Suggested timing: 5 
hours. 
  


