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Autumn 1 Sep 5 – Oct 21 2024            7 weeks  
Autumn 2 Oct 31 – Dec 16 2024          7 weeks 
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Term 1: Introduction and medieval people at war  

(20 lessons) 

 

Focus: to build a sense of period; to allow students to show 

what they know and understand at the start of KS3; to sample 

overview and depth studies; to introduce the big political 

stories of the medieval period. 

 

1 – Water and health through time (Thematic study – 6 lessons) 

2.1 – The Middle Ages, 1000-1450 

(Big picture overview – 1 lesson) 

2.2 – How did the Normans conquer England? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

2.3 - Picturing medieval monarchs  

(close-upon a source – 1 lesson) 

2.4 – How can we explain the First Crusade? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

2.5 – A Muslim map of the world 

(close-up on a source – 1 lesson) 

2.6 – What did King Edward I achieve? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

2.7 – The Tower of London 

(Site study of a castle – 1 lesson) 

 
 

Term 2: Medieval people at work and worship, and the 

beginnings of change (21 lessons) 

 

Focus: to deepen period understanding of the Middle 

Ages; to draw conclusions about the Middle Ages; to 

strengthen overview knowledge and understanding of 

change and continuity by studying one place over time; 

to understand how the Early Modern period is different 

from the Middle Ages; to understand why things are 

changing and with what results. 

 

2.8 – What mattered to medieval peoples? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

2.9 – Fountains Abbey 

(site study of a monastery – 1 lesson) 

2.10 - What should people understand about the Black 

death? (Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

2.11 – Medieval dangers 

(close-up on a topic – 1 lesson) 

2.12 – Middle Ages period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson) 

3 – London through time 

(Thematic study – 6 lessons) 

4.1 – The Early Modern period 

(Big picture overview – 1 lesson) 

4.2 What changed, 1450-1550? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

Term 3: Changing world, changing Britain (19 lessons) 

 

Focus: to understand Tudor and Stuart England; to 

contrast it with the Mughal Empire and draw conclusions 

about the Early Modern period. 

 

4.3 – ‘The Ambassadors’, by Hans Holbein 

(close-up on a source – 1 lesson) 

4.4 – What mattered to Henry VIII? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

4.5 – Hampton Court Palace  

(Site study of a palace – 1 lesson) 

4.6 – How far was Elizabethan England a ‘golden age’? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

4.7 – The new theatres 

(close-ups on a topic – 1 lesson) 

4.8 – How can we explain the Civil war? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

4.9 – Dyrham Park 

(site study of a stately home – 1 lesson) 

4.10 – Who was the greatest Mughal Emperor? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

4.11 – The East India Company 

(close up on a topic – 1 lesson) 

4.12 early Modern period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson)  
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Term 4: The shocking history of sugar, slavery, and the Empire 

(20 lessons) 

 

Focus: to investigate the history of sugar as a way into 

understanding industrial and imperial Britain. 

 

5 – Sugar, empire, and slavery through time 

(Thematic study – 6 lessons) 

6.1 – Industry and Empire, 1750-1900 

(Big picture overview – 1 lesson) 

6.2 – What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution on 

people’s lives (Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

6.3 – Ancoats, Manchester 

(site study of an industrial landscape – 1 lesson) 

6.4 How should we remember Peterloo? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

6.5 – Map of British Empire in 1886 

(close-up on a source – 1 lesson) 

6.6 – How did the British colonise Australia? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

 

Term 5: From Great Exhibition to Great War  

(22 lessons) 

 

Focus: to draw conclusions about the nineteenth 

century; to conclude the story of empire; to take a long 

view of migration to Britain over time; to start the study 

of the twentieth century. 

 

6.7 – The Great Exhibition of 1851 

(close-up on an event – 1 lesson) 

6.8 – What can paintings tell us about Victorian attitudes 

to family life? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

6.9 – Birmingham Town Hall 

(site study of an urban building – 1 lesson) 

6.10 – What motivated the British rulers of India, 1750-

1900? (Enquiry – 1 lesson) 

6.11 – The Koh-i-Noor diamond  

(close-up of an artefact – 1 lesson) 

6.12 – 1750-1900 period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson) 

7 – Migration to Britain through time 

(Thematic study – 6 lessons) 

8.1 – The Modern world 

(Big picture overview – 1 lesson) 

8.2 – What was the impact of the First World War on 

people’s lives? (Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

8.3 – Newfoundland Memorial Park 

(Site study of a war cemetery – 1 lesson) 

 

Term 6: Interpretations of the twentieth century 

(18 lessons) 

 

Focus: to investigate iconic events and individuals in the 

twentieth century and the way they have been 

interpreted; to draw conclusions about the twentieth 

century. 

 

8.4 – How should Winston Churchill be remembered?  

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

8.5 – The Blitz spirit and war-time propaganda  

(close-up on a source – 1 lesson) 

8.6 – What stories tie behind photographs of the 

Holocaust? (Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

8.7 – York Cold War observation bunker 

(Site study – 1 lesson) 

8.8 – What helped the struggle for equal rights in Britain 

after 1960? (Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

8.9 – Statue of Millicent Fawcett in Parliament Square? 

(close-up on a statue – 1 lesson) 

8.10 – What caused the 9/11 attacks? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

8.11 – The invention of the World Wide Web 

(close-up on an invention – 1 lesson) 

8.12 – Twentieth century period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson) 
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Term 7 – Victorian values and the impact of the empire  

(16 lessons) 

 

Focus – to draw conclusions about the nineteenth century; to 

investigate migration from Roman time to modern Britain. 

 

6.7 – The Great Exhibition of 1851  

(Close up on an event – 1 lesson) 

6.8 – What can paintings tell us about Victorian attitudes to 

family life? (Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

6.9 – Birmingham Town Hall 

(Site study of an urban building – 1 lesson) 

6.10 – What motivated the British rulers of India, 1750-1900? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

6.11 – The Koh-i-Noor diamond 

(Close up on an artefact – 1 lesson) 

6.12 – 1750-1900 period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson) 

7 – Migration to Britain through time 

(Thematic study – 6 lessons) 

 

Term 8 – A Traumatic Century 

 

Focus – to get an overview of the twentieth century; to 

investigate the key moments of the first half of the 

century. 

 

8.1 – The Modern World 

(Big picture overview – 1 lesson) 

8.2 – What was the impact of the First World War on 

people’s lives? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

8.3 Newfoundland Memorial Park 

(Site study of a war cemetery – 1 lesson) 

8.4 – How should Winston Churchill be remembered? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

8.5 – The Blitz spirit and war-time propaganda 

(close up on a source – 1 lesson) 

8.6 – What storied lie behind photographs of the 

Holocaust? 

(Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

Term 9 – Unfinished business! 

(11 lessons) 

 

Focus – to investigate post-war Britain and draw 

conclusions about the twentieth century. 

 

8.7 – York Cold War observation bunker  

(Site study – 1 lesson) 

8.8 – What helped the struggle for equal rights in Britain 

after 1960? (Enquiry – 3 lessons) 

8.9 – Statue of Millicent Fawcett in Parliament Square 

(Close up on a statue – 1 lesson) 

8.10 – What caused the 9/11 attacks? 

(Enquiry – 4 lessons) 

8.11 – The invention of the World Wide Web 

(Close up on an invention – 1 lesson) 

8.12 – Twentieth-century period review 

(Big picture review – 1 lesson) 
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This scheme of work covers the major events and developments in 
Norman England from c1066 to c1100, examining economic, 
religious, political, social, and cultural aspects, as well as 
contemporary and historical controversies. The topic is divided into 
three parts: 

Part one: The Normans – conquest and control 

This section focuses on the Norman Conquest and how the Normans 
established and maintained control of England. Students will study 
the causes of the Norman Conquest, including the death of Edward 
the Confessor and the various claimants to the throne. Key battles 
such as the Battle of Stamford Bridge and the Battle of Hastings will 
be examined, including military tactics and innovations like cavalry. A 
significant focus will be on military innovations, particularly the role 
and features of Norman castles in the early phase of conquest and 
establishing authority. Students will also learn about Norman control 
through studying the revolts between 1067 and 1075 and the 
Harrying of the North. The leadership and government of King 
William II and his inheritance are also covered. 

Part two: Life under the Normans 

This part delves into the changes and continuities in English society 
under Norman rule. Students will explore the feudal system, 
government structures (Anglo-Saxon and Norman), landholding, land 
distribution, and patronage. Justice and the legal system, including 
ordeals and the 'murdrum' fine, will be examined, comparing Anglo-
Saxon and Norman approaches. The importance of inheritance, 
particularly primogeniture, and the creation and purpose of the 
Domesday Book will be studied. Economic and social changes and 
their consequences will be explored by looking at Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman life in towns and villages, focusing on aspects like buildings, 
work, food, roles, and seasonal life, as well as Forest Law. 

Part three: The Norman church and monasticism 

This section focuses on the state of the Church before and after the 
Norman Conquest and the growth of monasticism. Students will 

Based on the document you provided, here is an explanation of 
what students will be studying in the "America, 1920-1973: 
Opportunity and inequality" period studies topic for GCSE History. 

This scheme of work guides students to understand the 
development of the USA during the 20th century, focusing on the 
contrast between opportunity and inequality – the "American 
Dream" versus the realities of poverty, discrimination, and 
prejudice. The course is structured into three main parts: 

Part One: America People and ‘The Boom’ (1920s) 

This section examines the "Boom" period of the 1920s. Students will 
study the impact of mass production, including the influence of 
figures like Henry Ford and the growth of the motor industry, on the 
economy and people's lives. They will explore the benefits of the 
Boom, such as advertising, hire purchase, the rise of the consumer 
society, and the effects of Republican government policies and the 
stock market boom. A key focus is also on the inequalities of wealth 
during this period and how the Boom impacted different groups in 
American society, particularly those who did not benefit. Social and 
cultural developments of the 1920s are also covered, including the 
impact of entertainment like cinema and jazz, and the changing 
position of women, including the phenomenon of flappers. Finally, 
this part delves into the concept of a "Divided society," exploring 
organized crime, prohibition, their impact on society, the causes of 
racial tension, the experiences and impact of immigrants, the 
significance of events like the Sacco and Vanzetti case, the Ku Klux 
Klan, and the Red Scare. 

Part 2: Bust – Americans’ experiences of the Depression and the 
New Deal (1930s-1940s) 

This part focuses on the period of the Great Depression and the 
subsequent New Deal era. Students will study American society 
during the Depression, examining the experiences of different 
groups such as the unemployed, farmers, and businessmen. They 
will learn about President Hoover's responses to the crisis and his 
resulting unpopularity. The election of Franklin D. Roosevelt as 

Part 3: Post-war America (1950s-1970s) 

This final section examines the post-war era in America. Students 
will study post-war American society and economy, including the 
causes of prosperity, the rise of consumerism, and the concept of 
the "American Dream". The period of McCarthyism, its causes, 
effects, and the reasons for the fear of communism will be 
explored. Changes in popular culture, including the impact of Rock 
and Roll and television, are also covered. A significant focus is on 
racial tension and developments in the Civil Rights campaigns of the 
1950s and 1960s, examining segregation laws, the roles of key 
figures like Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, the Black Power 
Movement, and the impact of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 
1968. Finally, students will learn about America and the "Great 
Society," focusing on the social policies of Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson related to poverty, education, and health. The 
development and impact of feminist movements in the 1960s and 
early 1970s, including the fight for equal pay and significant events 
like Roe v Wade, are also studied. 

The full document can be found here: AQA-81451AD-SOW.DOCX 
 
 

Recap and revision of first 2 units. 
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study the Anglo-Saxon Church before 1066 and the reforms 
introduced by Archbishop Lanfranc, including the replacement of 
English bishops, the reorganisation of dioceses, and the building of 
new churches and cathedrals in the Romanesque style. The specified 
site for 2025, Durham Cathedral, will be studied in detail, exploring 
its key features, location, function, structure, design, and 
significance, as well as how it reflects the culture and values of the 
time and its connection to important historical events. The 
relationship between William II and the Church, including church 
organization, courts, church-state relations, and the wealth of the 
Church, will be examined. Finally, students will learn about Norman 
reforms to monastic communities, the different religious orders, 
monastic life, and the role of monasteries as centres of learning and 
education, including the use of Latin and the vernacular languages. 

 

The full document can be found here: AQA-81452BA-SOW-25.DOCX 

 
  

president and the effectiveness of his New Deal policies on different 
groups in society are a central theme, exploring both the successes 
and limitations of the New Deal programs. The impact of the Second 
World War on the American economy and society is also covered, 
including America's economic recovery, Lend Lease, and exports, as 
well as social developments and the experiences of African-
Americans and women during the war. 
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Here's an explanation of what students will be studying in the 
"Britain: Health and the people, c1000 to the present day" GCSE 
History course, based on the document you provided: 

This course covers the development of medicine and public health 
in Britain over a long period, focusing on the fight against infectious 
disease, changes in surgery and anatomy, and the evolution of 
public health and welfare. Students will explore how various factors 
such as war, religion, government, science and technology, 
individuals, chance, and communication influenced these 
developments. 

The scheme of learning is divided into four chronological parts: 

• Part one: Medicine stands still (c1000 - c1500): Focuses on 

medieval medicine, including ideas about disease and 

treatment, surgery, the influence of Christianity and Islamic 

medicine, public health in towns and monasteries, and the 

impact of the Black Death. 

• Part two: The beginnings of change (c1500 - c1700): 

Examines the early modern period, focusing on 

improvements to surgery and anatomy (e.g., Vesalius, Pare, 

Harvey), changing ideas about disease and treatments, the 

Great Plague, and the development of hospitals. 

• Part three: A revolution in medicine (c1700 - c1900): Covers 

major breakthroughs, including the prevention of disease 

(e.g., Jenner and vaccination), the development of Germ 

Theory (Pasteur, Koch), revolutionary changes in surgery 

(anaesthetics, antiseptic surgery by Lister), and 

improvements in public health during the Industrial 

Revolution (e.g., John Snow, Public Health Acts). 

• Part four: Modern medicine (c1900 - present day): Explores 

medical developments in the modern era, such as the 

pharmaceutical industry (penicillin), the impact of 20th-

century warfare on surgery, the creation and development 

of the Welfare State and the NHS, and future challenges and 

advancements in modern health. 

The full document can be found here: AQA-81452AA-SOW.DOCX 

 

This scheme of work is structured to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of Germany's journey through democracy and 
dictatorship from 1890 to 1945, analyzing the profound impact of 
these developments on the German populace. 

Part one: Germany and the growth of democracy (1890-1929) 

This initial section delves into the foundations of 20th-century 
Germany and the establishment of its first democratic government. 

• Kaiser Wilhelm and the challenges of ruling Germany: 

Students will explore the nature of Imperial Germany, 

examining how the Kaiser's rule interacted with the growth 

of parliamentary government. They will analyze the 

powerful influence of Prussian militarism and its role in 

society and politics. The course also covers the 

transformative effects of industrialisation on the German 

economy and society, alongside the necessity for social 

reform and the concurrent growth of socialism. A specific 

focus will be placed on the domestic importance of the Navy 

Laws, understanding how naval expansion reflected and 

impacted internal political and social dynamics. 

• The impact of the First World War: This unit examines the 

devastating consequences of the war, including widespread 

war weariness and severe economic problems that plagued 

the nation. Students will study the circumstances leading to 

Germany's defeat and the subsequent end of the monarchy. 

Post-war challenges, such as the burden of reparations, the 

controversial occupation of the Ruhr, and the crippling 

effects of hyperinflation, are also key areas of study. 

• Weimar Germany: This section focuses on the tumultuous 

early years and the subsequent recovery of the Weimar 

Republic. Students will investigate the political change and 

unrest between 1919 and 1923, including significant events 

like the Spartacist uprising, the Kapp Putsch, and the Munich 

Putsch, understanding their causes and consequences. The 

extent of recovery during the Stresemann era (1924-1929) 

will be assessed, highlighting economic development, the 

significance of international agreements (e.g., Locarno Pact, 

Part three: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis (1933-
1945) 

This final part delves into the daily lives and broader societal 
changes under Nazi rule. 

• Economic changes: Students will analyze the benefits and 

drawbacks of Nazi economic policies, including measures to 

reduce employment, large-scale public works programmes, 

aggressive rearmament, and the drive for self-sufficiency. 

The impact of the war on the economy and the German 

people will be explored, covering aspects like bombing, 

rationing, labour shortages, and the plight of refugees. 

• Social policy and practice: This unit examines the ideological 

underpinnings and practical implementation of Nazi social 

policies. It includes detailed study of their reasons for 

policies, practices, and their impact on women (e.g., 

promoting traditional roles), young people and youth groups 

(e.g., Hitler Youth, League of German Girls), and education 

and changes to the school curriculum to indoctrinate Nazi 

ideology. The relationship between the Nazis and the 

Churches and religion is also covered. A significant focus is 

on racial policy and persecution, understanding Aryan ideas, 

the progression towards the ‘Final Solution’, and Nazi 

policies and actions towards other persecuted groups such 

as LGBTQ+ groups and people with disabilities. 

• Control: This section investigates how the Nazis maintained 

their grip on power. Students will study the role of Goebbels 

and the extensive use of propaganda and censorship to 

manipulate public opinion. They will also examine Nazi 

culture and the severe repression and the police state 

maintained through the roles of Himmler, the SS, and the 

Gestapo. Finally, forms of opposition and resistance are 

explored, including groups like the White Rose group, Swing 

Youth, Edelweiss Pirates, and the significant July 1944 bomb 

plot aimed at assassinating Hitler. 

The full document provides further details and suggested activities 
for each topic and can be found here: AQA-81451AB-SOW.DOCX 

Recap and revision of the units. 
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Kellogg-Briand Pact), and the vibrant Weimar culture that 

emerged. 

Part two: Germany and the Depression (1930s-1940s) 

This part critically examines the factors that led to the collapse of 
Weimar democracy and the rise of Nazism. 

• The impact of the Depression: Students will analyze how the 

global economic crisis directly led to the growth in support 

for the Nazis and other extremist parties from 1928–32. This 

includes understanding the role and intimidation tactics of 

the SA (Sturmabteilung) and exploring the multi-faceted 

appeal of Hitler to different segments of German society. 

• The failure of Weimar democracy: This section investigates 

the political instability, focusing on election results that 

showed increasing support for extremist parties. Students 

will examine the pivotal roles of Papen and Hindenburg in 

the political maneuvering that ultimately led to Hitler’s 

appointment as Chancellor. 

• The establishment of Hitler’s dictatorship: This crucial unit 

details the systematic dismantling of democracy and the 

consolidation of Nazi power. Key events include the 

Reichstag Fire and its exploitation, the passing of the 

Enabling Act that granted Hitler dictatorial powers, the 

violent elimination of political opposition (including the 

suppression of trade unions), the purge of the SA during the 

Night of the Long Knives (Rohm's demise), and Hitler's final 

ascension to Führer combining the roles of Chancellor and 

President. 

•  people will be explored, covering aspects like bombing, 

rationing, labour shortages, and the plight of refugees. 

• Social policy and practice: This unit examines the ideological 

underpinnings and practical implementation of Nazi social 

policies. It includes detailed study of their reasons for 

policies, practices, and their impact on women (e.g., 

promoting traditional roles), young people and youth groups 

(e.g., Hitler Youth, League of German Girls), and education 

and changes to the school curriculum to indoctrinate Nazi 

ideology. The relationship between the Nazis and the 

Churches and religion is also covered. A significant focus is 

on racial policy and persecution, understanding Aryan ideas, 
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the progression towards the ‘Final Solution’, and Nazi 

policies and actions towards other persecuted groups such 

as LGBTQ+ groups and people with disabilities. 

• Control: This section investigates how the Nazis maintained 

their grip on power. Students will study the role of Goebbels 

and the extensive use of propaganda and censorship to 

manipulate public opinion. They will also examine Nazi 

culture and the severe repression and the police state 

maintained through the roles of Himmler, the SS, and the 

Gestapo. Finally, forms of opposition and resistance are 

explored, including groups like the White Rose group, Swing 

Youth, Edelweiss Pirates, and the significant July 1944 bomb 

plot aimed at assassinating Hitler.  


